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PROJECT SUMMARY 

This final report describes the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) response actions at 

the Foamex Plant Fire.  The site is located at 10726 Doric Street in Dallas, Dallas County, Texas.  

The detailed report follows this page, and all attachments are provided as separate portable 

document format (PDF) files.  On 4 August 2005, the National Response Center (NRC No. 

768018) notified the EPA Region 6 Response and Prevention Branch (EPA-RPB) of a 

warehouse fire containing foam padding and carpet.  The Superfund Technical Assessment and 

Response Team (START-2) was activated by the EPA-RPB to respond to the site and to initiate 

all relevant response activities. The City of Dallas Fire Department, representatives from the 

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), EPA On-scene Coordinator (OSC) John 

Martin and Valmichael Leos, and START-2 members Heth Parnell, Jay Donoho, Danette 

Parnell, and Frank Brockett arrived on-site 5 August 2005.  The EPA START-2 tasks included 

responding to the incident; conducting air monitoring; and providing written and photographic 

documentation of response activities.  START-2 members Chris Baer and David McCarty 

arrived on-site 6 August 2005.  After viewing the air monitoring results and observing cleanup 

activities by the potentially responsible party (PRP)-led contractor Eagle Construction and 

Environmental Services, EPA OSC Martin released the START-2 members from the site on 6 

August 2005.

This final report was prepared by Weston Solutions, Inc. under Contract No. 68-W-01-005 for 

EPA Region 6.  The EPA On-scene Coordinator was John Martin, and the START-2 Field Team 

Leader was Heth Parnell. 

 The EPA Task Monitor did not provide final approval of this report prior to the 

completion date of the work assignment.  Therefore, Weston Solutions, Inc. has 

submitted this report absent the Task Monitor’s approval. 

 The EPA Task Monitor has provided final approval of this report.  Therefore, 

Weston Solutions, Inc. has submitted this report with the Task Monitor’s 

approval.

X□ 

□ 
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1. PROJECT IDENTIFICATION 

Date: 15 September 2005 

To:  John Martin, On-scene Coordinator (OSC) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
Region 6, Response and Prevention Branch 

Through: Linda Carter, Project Officer (PO) 
EPA Region 6, Program Management Branch 

Through: Robert Beck, VP, P.E., Weston Solutions, Inc. (WESTON®)
EPA Region 6, Superfund Technical Assessment and Response Team (START-2) 
Program Manager 

From:  Heth Parnell, WESTON 
EPA Region 6, START-2 Field Team Leader 

Subject: Emergency Response: Foamex Plant Fire 
10726 Doric Street, Dallas, Dallas County, Texas 
TDD. No. 06-05-08-0007 
W.O. No. 12632.001.300.0624.01 
NRC No. 768018 
FPN - N/A 
CERCLIS ID – N/A 
Latitude 32.87052º North 
Longitude 96.87958º West 

Geographic coordinates of the gate to the warehouse were determined by START-2 members 

using the hand-held Global Positioning System based on the World Geodetic System – 1984 

(WGS-84) with accuracy estimated at +/- 50 feet circular probable error. 

2. INTRODUCTION

On 4 August 2005, the National Response Center (NRC No. 768018) notified the EPA Region 6 

Response and Prevention Branch (EPA-RPB) of a warehouse fire in Dallas, Dallas County, 

Texas.  At 0040 hours on 5 August 2005, the EPA-RPB notified WESTON, the Region 6 

START-2, to perform a response investigation and to initiate all relevant response activities. The 

warehouse fire occurred at a foam padding and carpet warehouse owned by Foamex, the 

potentially responsible party (PRP).  According to the PRP, the fire began at 2100 hours due to 

unknown causes.
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3. BACKGROUND

The incident site is located at 10726 Doric Street, in an industrial area of Dallas, Dallas County, 

Texas.  Foamex manufactures and supplies a number of porous foam material products for a 

broad range of industries.  Foamex products are commonly used in applications such as gaskets 

and seals for automotive systems, inkjet printer cartridges, noise and vibration damping for 

computer disc drives, air and fluid filters in cars, aircraft, medical devices, sponges, mops, paint 

brushes, and cosmetic applicators.  At the time of the fire, there was an unknown amount of foam 

products in the facility. 

4. ACTIONS TAKEN 

On 5 August 2005 at 0130 hours, EPA OSC John Martin and Valmichael Leos and START-2 

members Heth Parnell, Danette Parnell, Jay Donoho, and Frank Brocket mobilized to the site.  

At 0130 hours START-2 representatives observed the fire burning the 20,000 square foot 

warehouse and fire suppression water entering stormwater inlets along Century Street. Upon 

arrival at 0205 hours on 5 August 2005, EPA was briefed of current conditions and activities.  

City of Dallas stormwater officials stated that the stormwater flowed in an enclosed concrete 

conduit parallel to Denton Drive for an estimated 0.4 mile before entering an open concrete 

channel.  The concrete conduit continues for 1.4 miles before entering the Trinity River.   

START-2 conducted air monitoring at the site and immediately downwind with an array of 

monitors including photoionization detector (PID)/flame ionization detector (FID), colorimetric 

tubes for formaldehyde, and chemical specific monitors for volatile organic compounds, 

chlorinated compounds, phosphine, nitrogen dioxides, sulfur dioxides, hydrides, hydrogen 

cyanide, carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, mercaptans, hydrogen sulfide, amines, oxygen, and 

explosive levels.  All perimeter monitoring results were consistent with background levels.  

At 0540 hours on 5 August 2005, EPA OSC Martin and Leos and START-2 members departed 

the site. 

At 1250 hours on 5 August 2005, START-2 team members Chris Baer and David McCarty 

returned to the incident to meet with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 
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representative John Andrews to discuss firewater runoff issues.  START-2 observed hard and 

soft boom placement in stormwater runoff channels that were collecting firewater runoff.  The 

hard boom was utilized as an underflow dam.  The soft boom was used to absorb the sheen on 

top of the firewater runoff.  At 1354 hours, START-2 observed a water main break in front of the 

incident site.  The water from the water main break followed the same flow path as the firewater 

runoff.

The PRP hired Eagle Construction and Environmental Services (Eagle) as their cleanup 

contractor.  At 1520 hours, START-2 observed Eagle cleaning fire debris from the street 

utilizing street sweepers. According to Eagle representatives, all firewater collected was 

transported to the American Airlines water treatment facility in Fort Worth, Texas.  Eagle 

representatives also stated that the stormwater sewer system would be pressure washed to 

remove any contamination.  Preliminary results received by Eagle indicated low levels of 

styrene, toluene, and benzene in the firewater runoff.   

This report was prepared as part of the requirements of the TDD and serves as documentation of 

work completed. 

5. LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 

A. Site Location Map 

B. Site Area Map 

C. Site Sketch 

D. Photographs

E. Copy of NRC Report No. 768018 

F. Copy of POLREPs 

G. Copy of Logbook 

H. Copy of TDD No. 06-05-08-0007 
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ATTACHMENT A
SITE LOCATION MAP
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ATTACHMENT B
SITE AREA MAP

FOAMEX PLANT FIRE

DALLAS, DALLAS COUNTY, TEXAS

12632.001.300.0624

\
\
R
E
G
IO
N
_
6
\
G
R
A
P
H
IC
S
\
T
E
X
A
S
\
T
X
3
0
0
0
6
2
4
-
B
.C
D
R

W.O. #

AUGUST 2005

DATE:

AS SHOWN

SCALE:

NRC No. 768018

SOURCE: GOOGLE MAP

TDD No. 06-05-08-0007

US EPA REGION 6

START-2

Y
C

N
E

G
A

IR

R

M

A
T

E
N

L
P

O
N

V

C
TO E

T

OI

N

N
IT

E
N

U

ED ATE
S

ST

N
TEXAS

0

0

1000 FEET

500 METERS

INCIDENT LOCATION

STORMWATER OUTFALL/

BOOM LOCATION

STORMWATER OUTFALL/

BOOM LOCATION

FIREWATER RUNOFF

PATHWAY

TRINITY RIVER

. ft . 



ATTACHMENT C 

COPY OF SITE SKETCH 



!I ••• fi H· ., • ~-

ATTACHMENT C 
SITE SKETCH 
FOM!El( f'l.A.Nf rlR 



ATTACHMENT E 

COPY OF NRC REPORT No. 768018



NATIONAL RESPONSE CENTER - PUBLIC REPORT 

Incident Report # 768018 

INCIDENT DESCRIPTION
**** THIS IS A POTENTIAL RELEASE **** *Report taken by: MST2 LAYMAN at 02:06 on 05
Incident Type: FIXED
Incident Cause: UNKNOWN  
Affected Area: 
The incident occurred on 04-AUG-05 at 21:00 local time.
Affected Medium: AIR 

____________________________________________________________________________
SUSPECTED RESPONSIBLE PARTY

Name: UNKNOWN

XX

Type of Organization: UNKNOWN
____________________________________________________________________________

INCIDENT LOCATION
County: DALLAS City: DALLAS State: TX 

COMMERCIAL WAREHOUSE IN NORTHWEST DALLAS.
____________________________________________________________________________

POTENTIALLY RELEASED MATERIAL(S)

CHRIS Code: NCC Official Material Name: NO CHRIS CODE
Also Known As: FOAM PADDING / CARPET
Qty Released: 0 UNKNOWN AMOUNT 

________________________________________________________________________
DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT

MORE THAN 100 FIREFIGHTERS BATTLED A FIVE-ALARM FIRE THURSDAY NIGHT AT A COMMERCIA
WAREHOUSE IN NORTHWEST DALLAS. THE FIRE BROKE OUT JUST AFTER 9 P.M., SENDING HUGE 
FLAMES AND A PLUME OF SMOKE HUNDREDS OF FEET INTO THE AIR. THE NAME OF THE BUSINES
HAS NOT YET BEEN RELEASED. NBC 5 NEWS REPORTED THAT THE WAREHOUSE CONTAINS CARPET 
AND FOAM PADDING, WHICH FIRE OFFICIALS SAID IS FUELING THE FIRE. SOURCE OF INFO: 
HTTP://WWW.NBC5I.COM/NEWS/4812672/DETAIL.HTML

____________________________________________________________________________
INCIDENT DETAILS

Building ID:  
Type of Fixed Object: WAREHOUSE  
Power Generating Facility: NO  
Generating Capacity:  
Type of Fuel:  
NPDES:
NPDES Compliance: UNKNOWN 

____________________________________________________________________________
DAMAGES

Fire Involved: YES Fire Extinguished: UNKNOWN
INJURIES: 2 Hospitalized: Empl/Crew: Passenger:
FATALITIES: Empl/Crew: Passenger: Occupant:
EVACUATIONS: Who Evacuated: Radius/Area: 

Page 1 of 3
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Damages:

Length of Direction of

Closure Type Description of Closure Closure Closure
Air: N

Road: M
Ar

Waterway: N

Track: N

Passengers Transferred: UNKNOWN 
Media Interest: NONE Community Impact due to Material: NO 
____________________________________________________________________________

REMEDIAL ACTIONS
STATE AGENCIES ARE AT THE SCENE TO MONITOR THE AIR QUALITY.
Release Secured: UNKNOWN Release Rate: Estimated Release Duration: 

____________________________________________________________________________
WEATHER

Weather: UNKNOWN, ºF 

____________________________________________________________________________
ADDITIONAL AGENCIES NOTIFIED

Federal:
State/Local: DALLAS OES/ FIRE DEPT

State/Local On Scene:

State Agency Number: NONE
____________________________________________________________________________

NOTIFICATIONS BY NRC
HSEES PROJECT (PRIMARY)

05-AUG-05 02:13 (512)4587269
DOT CRISIS MANAGEMENT CENTER (PRIMARY)

05-AUG-05 02:13 (202)3661863
U.S. EPA VI (PRIMARY)

05-AUG-05 02:16 (214)6656428 MR HAMMOCK
NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE COORD CTR (PRIMARY)

05-AUG-05 02:13 (202)2829201
NOAA 1ST CLASS BB RPTS FOR TX (PRIMARY)

05-AUG-05 02:13 (206)5266344
NATIONAL RESPONSE CENTER HQ (PRIMARY)

05-AUG-05 02:15 (202)2672100 NOWAK
TCEQ (PRIMARY)

05-AUG-05 02:13 (512)2392507
____________________________________________________________________________

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
TWO FIREFIGHTERS HAVE BEEN TREATED FOR HEAT EXHAUSTION.
___________________________________________________________________________

Page 2 of 3
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*** END INCIDENT REPORT # 768018 ***
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United States Environmental Protection Agency
Region VI 

POLLUTION REPORT

Date: Friday, August 05, 2005 
From: John Martin, OSC 

To: Debbie Dietrich, Office of Emergency 
Management

Ragan Broyles, Response and Prevention 
Branch 

Karen McCormick, epa 

Subject:  Foamex Plant Fire 
10726 Doric Street, Dallas, TX
Latitude: 32.8706 
Longitude: -96.88016

POLREP No.: 1 Site #:
Reporting Period: D.O. #:
Start Date: Response Authority:
Mob Date: 8/5/2005 Response Type: Emergency
Completion Date: NPL Status:
CERCLIS ID #: Incident Category: Removal Assessment 
RCRIS ID #: Contract #

Site Description
At 0010 hours on August 5, 2005, the Dallas Office of Emergency Management notified EPA 
Region 6 (NRC #768018) of a large fire and heavy smoke plume at the Foamex facility, located at 
10726 Doric Street, Dallas, Texas.  The Foamex facility was reported to have foam carpet padding 
fueling the fire.  An unknown amount of foam products were in the facility at the time of the 
fire.  The fire reportedly began at 2100 hours on August 4, 2005. Local responders closed adjacent 
streets; however, no evacuations were reported. The cause of the fire is unknown. 

EPA was requested to provide air monitoring support to the local and state responders and aid in 
identifying potential contaminants in fire suppression runoff. 

The facility is in a commercial/industrial area with the closest downwind residence approximately 
2400 feet to the southeast.  Foamex manufacturers and supplies a number of porous foam material 
products for a broad range of industries. Foamex products are commonly used in applications such 
as gaskets and seals for automotive systems, inkjet printer cartridges, noise and vibration damping 
for computer disc drives, air and fluid filters in cars, aircraft, medical devices, sponges, mops, paint 
brushes and cosmetic applicators. 

Current Activities
At 0040 hours, a Tier III response was initiated.  EPA OSC John Martin and EPA OSC Valmichael 
Leos mobilized to the site.  The EPA START contractors arrived at the site at approximately 0130 
hours.  Upon arrival EPA was briefed of current conditions and activities as the fire continued to 
burn in the 20,000 square foot warehouse. 

Page 1 of 2
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epaosc.net/foamex_fire

EPA provided continuous perimeter air monitoring at the site and immediately downwind with an 
array of monitors including PID/FIDs, colorimetric tubes for formaldehyde, and chemical-specific 
monitors for volatile organic compounds, chlorinated compounds, phosphine, nitrogen dioxides, 
sulfur dioxides, hydrides, hydrogen cyanide, carbon monoxide, carbon dioxide, mercaptans, 
hydrogen sulfide, amines, oxygen, and explosive levels.  All perimeter monitoring results were 
consistent with background levels. 

EPA observed fire suppression water entering the stormwater inlets along Century Street.  City of 
Dallas Stormwater officials stated that the stormwater flowed in an enclosed concrete conduit 
parallel to Denton Drive an estimated 0.4 mile before entering an open concrete 
channel.  Stormwater then continues another 1.4 miles before entering the Trinity River.

Next Steps
EPA will coordinate with TCEQ and City of Dallas to provide assistance in assessing the impact of 
potentially contaminated runoff water.

Key Issues
AFFF was not used on the fire. 
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United States Environmental Protection Agency
Region VI 

POLLUTION REPORT

Date: Friday, August 05, 2005 
From: John Martin, OSC 

To: Debbie Dietrich, Office of Emergency 
Management

Ragan Broyles, Response and Prevention 
Branch 

Karen McCormick, epa 

Subject:  Final POLREP 
Foamex Plant Fire 
10726 Doric Street, Dallas, TX
Latitude: 32.8706 
Longitude: -96.88016

POLREP No.: 2 Site #:
Reporting Period: D.O. #:
Start Date: Response Authority:
Mob Date: 8/5/2005 Response Type: Emergency
Completion Date: NPL Status:
CERCLIS ID #: Incident Category: Removal Assessment 
RCRIS ID #: Contract #

Site Description
At 0010 hours on August 5, 2005, the Dallas Office of Emergency Management notified EPA 
Region 6 (NRC #768018) of a large fire and heavy smoke plume at the Foamex facility, located at 
10726 Doric Street, Dallas, Texas.  The Foamex facility was reported to have foam carpet padding 
fueling the fire.  An unknown amount of foam products were in the facility at the time of the 
fire.  The fire reportedly began at 2100 hours on August 4, 2005. Local responders closed adjacent 
streets; however, no evacuations were reported. The cause of the fire is unknown. 

EPA was requested to provide air monitoring support to the local and state responders and aid in 
identifying potential contaminants in fire suppression runoff. 

The facility is in a commercial/industrial area with the closest downwind residence approximately 
2400 feet to the southeast.  Foamex manufacturers and supplies a number of porous foam material 
products for a broad range of industries. Foamex products are commonly used in applications such 
as gaskets and seals for automotive systems, inkjet printer cartridges, noise and vibration damping 
for computer disc drives, air and fluid filters in cars, aircraft, medical devices, sponges, mops, paint 
brushes and cosmetic applicators. 

Current Activities
At 1230 hours on 5 August 2005 EPA representatives returned to the scene.  Upon arrival EPA 
representatives were briefed by TCEQ representatives and Responsible party (RP) representatives 
of current conditions and activities associated with firewater runoff control.  The Responsible party 
hired Eagle Environmental services as there clean up contractor.
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epaosc.net/foamex_fire

EPA representatives observed boom placed by The City of Dallas and Eagle Environmental at the 
out falls of the storm water drains.  At 1354 hours EPA representative observed a water line 
rupture in front of the facility.  Eagle representatives stated that all firewater collected was being 
transported to American Airlines water treatment facility in Fort Worth, Texas. 

At 1520 hours on 5 August 2005 EPA representatives observed Eagle Environmental services 
cleaning the streets of fire debris utilizing street sweepers.  According to the Eagle representative, 
Eagle plans on pressure washing the storm sewer following the cleaning of the streets.

Eagle Representatives stated that laboratory results from the firewater runoff indicated the presence 
of styrene, toluene, and benzene at very low levels. 

Next Steps
EPA will coordinate with TCEQ and City of Dallas to provide assistance in assessing the impact of 
potentially contaminated runoff water.

Key Issues
There is a possibility of rain this afternoon which could affect the collection of firewater run off. 
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EPA
U.S. EPA Region 6
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733

START2
Technical Direction Document

Foamex Plant Fire
Weston Solutions; Inc.

TDD: 06-05-08-0007
Contract: 68-W-01-005

TDD - Signed by Tobin Osterberg/R6/USEPA/US on 08/08/2005 09:08:14 AM, according to Cheng Wei Feng/start6/rfw-start/u
Purpose: Work Assignment Initiation
Priority:  High
Overtime: Yes

Period: Base Period
Verbal Date: 08/05/2005
Start Date:08/05/2005
Completion Date:10/15/2005

Project/Site Name: Foamex Plant Fire
Project Address: 10726 Doric Street
County: Dallas
City, State Zip: Dallas, TX 
SSID: A605     CERCLIS:

WorkArea:  RESPONSE ACTIVITIES
Activity: Emergency Response
Activity Code: RV
Section of SOW: II.B.1
Performance Based:No

Authorized TDD Ceiling: Cost/Fee LOE
Previous Action(s): $0.00 0.0

This Action: $9,100.00
New Total: $9,100.00

Specific Elements More specifically the contractor shall, - Collect facts regarding the discharge or release to include its source and cause, 
- Analyze the nature amount and location of discharged or released materials, - Identify the pathways to human and environmental exposure, - 
Analyze the potential impact on human health welfare and safety and the environment posed by the release of hazardous substances
contaminants or pollutants and discharge of oil, - Provide analysis of discharges or releases posing a substantial threat to the public health or 
welfare of the United States
Description of Work:

This TDD is under work assignment number 0300. NRC #768018
Respond with Tier 3 requirements to assist local/state officials with air monitoring and water samples as necessary.
Conduct normal SOP for Emergency response:  maintain logbook, photodocument, draft POLREP, etc.  Coordinate 
with OSC John Martin.

Accounting and Appropriation Information
SFO: 22

Line DCN IFMS Budget/ FY Appropriati
on

Code

Budget Org
Code

Program
Element

Object
Class

Site Project Cost Org 
Code

Amount

1 RVC002 BFE 05 T 6A00E 302DC6C 2505 A605RV00 C012 $9,100.00

Funding Summary: Funding Funding Category
Previous: $0.00 OPA - Site

OPA - Nonsite
FEMA

CEPPO
CERCLA Pipeline

Counter Terrorism (CT)
Removal AOA

This Action: $9,100.00
Total: $9,100.00

Task Monitor Section
  - Signed by John Martin/R6/USEPA/US on 08/06/2005 12:00:26 AM, according to Cheng Wei Feng/start6
Task Monitor: John Martin Date: 08/06/2005
Project Officer Section - Signed by Tobin Osterberg/R6/USEPA/US on 08/08/2005 09:08:14 AM, according to Cheng
Project Officer: Linda Carter Date:  08/08/2005
Contracting Officer Section - Signed by Tobin Osterberg/R6/USEPA/US on 08/08/2005 09:08:14 AM, according to C
Contracting Officer:  Tobin Osterberg Date: 08/08/2005
Contractor Section

06-05-08-0007 -   Foamex Plant Fire 08/08/2005 1

(b) (4)



Contractor Contact: Date:
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